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Hllrricnncs are huge spinning storms that develop
in warm areas around the equator. Hurricanes bring

strong winds, heavy rains, s flooding, and

as and is

nds arc

sometimes even tornadoes

in the most danger during a hurricane, but even inland
areas are at risk.
Hurricane season along the East Coast of the United

s until the end of

States begins in June and continug

November. The peak hurric:
September. The East C

anc months are August and

t averages about five hurri

a year. In other parts of the world, hurricanes happen
year-round.

The word hurricane comes from people who lived in
the Tropics in carlier times and saw the terrible

destruction and great loss

of life these storms can bring.
‘The ancient Mayan people of South and Central America
called their storm god Hunraken. An evil god of the

Taino people of the Caribbean was called Huracan.
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Tropical means that the storms form over the warm waters of the

anes are one of three kinds of storms

alled tropical cyclone:

Tropic: alm

near the equator. Cyclone:

are storms spinning around a

center of low air pressure. Cyclones spin counterclockwise in the

Northern Hemisphere and clockwise in the Southern Hemisphere.

Tropical depressions are cyclones of clouds and thunderstorms that
spin around a central area. They have steady wind speds of 38 miles
per hour or less.

Tropical storms are cyclones of heavy clouds and strong thunder-
storms that spin at steady wind speeds of 39 to 73 miles per hour.

Hurricanes are the strongest tropical cyclones. They have steady
winds of 74 miles per hour or higher. When these storms form over
the North Atlantic, Caribbean Sea, Gulf of Mexico, or west coast of
kinds

Mexico, they are called hurricanes. In the North Pacific, thes

of storms

are called typhoons, and in the Indian Ocean they are

called cyclones.
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Humc‘ nes are the only weather disasters that have been given their

own names, such as Andrew, Camille, Floyd, Fran, Hugo, Irene, Katrina,

Opal, and Rita. In some ways all hurricanes are alike. But like people,

each hurricane b

its own story.

All hurricanes form in the same way. They begin life in the warm,

moist atmosphere over tropical ocean waters. First, the atmosphere

gathers heat energy through contact with ocean waters that are above
80 degrees Fahrenheit to a depth of about two hundred feet. Next,
moisture evaporating from the warm waters enters the atmosphere

and begins to power the infant hurri

ne.
The growing hurricane forms bands of clouds and winds near the

ocean surface that spiral air inward. The air is

heated by warm ocean

water, creating strong winds and forcing them to rise highes

increases the power of the hurricane and leads to stormy conditions

over huge areas. Hurricanes can easily last more than a week and may

strike Caribbean islands days before whirling north and west into the

s
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